What to do on a night out? Here's a look at what our local nightlife scene is up to
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BUDGET BOOZE: (Above) An employee at Check In at Roberison
Walk welcomes us for a drink. (Above, right) Ms Julianne Lim and her
$5++ white wine at Five Izakaya Bar. (Above, far right) Colleagues
Stacey Cross (left) and Bella Romero like their $6++ wines at Roku.
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Callers must be 18 years & above. A friendly reminder:Do exercise caution &
prudence when meeting up with new friends for the first time. Customer
service/ Request to bar number: 6873 6058. Service by JP Solutions Pte. Ltd.

REPORT: GERMAINE LIM
gerlim@sph.com.sg

ATRONS weren't the only happy campers when
Check In bar owner Stacy Chong did away with
GST and service charge in 2008.
Sales doubled immediately, Ms Chong told me.
Drinks now go for as low as $4 nett every day except
m:bgmws&mﬂﬁm Robertson Walk jointis closed.
More bars are luring the crowd with competitive
prices. Take Five Izakaya Bar

=

$150,000 to set up Roku, which doubles as an R Burger
jointin the afternoon, and $80,000 for Five.

Monthly rental fees for Five and Roku are about
$20,000 and $18,000, respectively.

Adam estimated it would take another year for Roku
to break even because of the higher start-up cost, while
profits could start rolling in for Five by the year’s end.

Check In's Ms Chong would only say that her
start-up cost was less than $300,000 three years ago.
Rent is “a low five-digit figure”. The joint broke everi in

two years, she said. Her strategy:

which opened in February. Cheap drinks and good service.
At this bustling wateringhole, Ly P03 1T K1 B3 18§, § 4 Guest relations officer

house pours and Japanese-in- Michelle Lee, 29, who was there

spired finger food are going for — for the first time last Friday, was

you guessed it — $5 a pop all day CHECKIN
every day, except Sunday when

Five's general manager Alfee
Moin said the inspiration came

- Robertson Walk #01-10/11, Tel: 6732
6098, Monday to ;__an_mius; 2am.

the shutters are down.
_ : : Friday and Saturday 5pm-1am.
m.H hear ﬂw me_w ITSSIeLEanE $4 =mna_,§=__m mixes; other house
offin your head already. pours, wines at $6 nett. Heineken half
pint for $5 nett. $8 nett for nsxia

1 impressed.

“You get cheap drinks and a
cosy place to chill out. The staff
are friendly and very attentive.
That'sreally important.”

Adam said it took three
months to cultivate a regular
crowd at Roku, which he admits

from popular Japanese chain 300 :

Bar where everything goes for was a longer time .me expected
300yen (5$4.60). because of competition from the

“We have a good relationship Hou and wines, uﬂwuwwgmvma. ol
with our supplers so we'se sble  Graughtbeerand L%m%&.a%_i i adhekel i e
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This means 35 for-drinks like Romero to defect from Harry's
Asahi draught beer and house which they frequented before

o S Roku opened.

M.n and white wine from Chile’s Marketing manager Ms Cross,
mﬂ.m? S iR 29, said: “We came here because
4 ‘ we wanted to switch things up.
anotherbudget watering hole. It's down the road from where we

Five and Roku are owned by
the same group of directors, one
of whom is actor Adam Chen:

It's $6 for house pours and
wines, Asahi draught beer and
snacks at Roku, which opened in
December.

Prices at Five and Roku ex-
clude service charge and GST.

*  You'd have to wonder how
these places rake in the profits.
After all, they are situated in

Wor
Even though these places sell
premium liquor — Five's most ex-
pensive bottle is Camus XO
which is $380++ while a bottle of
Kubota sake at Roku goes for
-$350++ — patrons seemed reluc-
tant to pay more than the special
deals.
But Ms Julianne Lim, 28, who
- has been to Five three times,
doesn’t mind paying for beer tow-

prime locations. TS i - ersandliquorbythebottle.

How many glasses would they " Cocktai #aS_am.I. zS: to mw:_ But she'll stick to house pours
have to sell to make up for rent ,ngﬁ.. ers from $5-+- bﬁ:ﬁa_da W and wines if she is drinking by the
and break even? $7++. i) glass because “it's more worth-

° Adam revealed it cost while”.



